Valentine by Carol Ann Duffy
Not a red rose or a satin heart
.


I give you an onion.

It is a moon
 wrapped in brown paper
.
It promises light

like the careful undressing of love
.


Here
. 
It will blind you with tears
 
like a lover
.
It will make your reflection
a wobbling photo of grief
.


I am trying to be truthful.


Not a cute card or a kissogram.


I give you an onion.
Its fierce kiss will stay on your lips
,
possessive and faithful

as we are
,
for as long as we are
.

Take it
.
Its platinum loops shrink to a wedding-ring
,
if you like
.

Lethal
.
Its scent will cling to your fingers
,
cling to your knife
. 

�Conventional Valentine gifts. Speaker immediately rejecting these. Both might be seen as unoriginal, contrived symbols of love.


�Along with the first line, takes reader by surprise as speaker rejects conventional Valentine gifts in favour of an onion.


�Literal reference to moon in shape and colour. Also, moon is a conventional Romantic symbol of (feminine) love and passion. The moon is regularly credited in literature with governing or controlling women’s passion and desires.


�Onion’s skin. Gifts often wrapped in brown paper. (Significance of gift lies beneath the wrapping).


�Literally, because of its white colour, and metaphorically in terms of enlightenment about the true nature of love.


�The removing of the papery outer layers suggests the ‘undressing’ of those who prepare to make love.


�Single word command sentence. Duffy employing colloquial style to represent speech.. Recipient appears to need encouragement to accept gift.


�In the literal sense of the onion making you cry and a possible allusion to love being blind?


�Enjambment changes meaning of line before and after and acts as a kind of warning.


�Metaphor alluding to seeing love or your reflection through tear-filled eyes. Continues with negative, warning tone.


�Ambiguous tone. Implying that, whether the lovers are together or not, love will leave its mark and be hard to remove, like the taste of onion. 


�Juxtaposition (contrast) of ideas. Tone becomes ambiguous (unclear) as “possessive” can be a negative trait in a relationship whereas “faithful” is a positive.


�Enjambment -Suggests that the couple are very much in love “possessive and faithful” 


�Again, changes the tone and makes it ambiguous as it goes against traditional valentine theme of being together ‘forever’. 


�Single word command. Unromantic, unconventional.


�When all is peeled away and revealed, left with the tradition symbol of love and marriage


�Twist on the conventional idea of valentines proposal


�Changes tone – threatening or warning


�Like the scent of onion, Love will be difficult to remove or shake off


�Ends with an implied threat. Just as onions are chopped, the speaker’s lover has the ability to end the relationship, although she warns that the feelings associated with their love will remain.





